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Commission of Inquiry into
the Tasmanian Government’s
Responses to Child Sexual
Abuse in Institutional Settings

WITNESS STATEMENT OF MARK BARRIE MORRISSEY

 Mark Barie orisey o

consultant and former Commissioner for Children and Young People (Tasmania), do
solemnly and sincerely declare that:

1. | make this statement based on my own knowledge, save where otherwise
stated. Where | make statements based on information provided by others, |
believe such information to be true.

Background and qualifications

2. Since January 2018 | have been, and | am currently, self-employed as a
consultant in the field of child safeguarding and humanitarian/international aid.

3. Prior to commencing this role, | was the Commissioner for Children and Young
People, Tasmania (CCYP) between September 2014 and October 2017.

4. | have a Bachelor of Registered Nursing from the University of New England
completed in 1989. | have participated in ongoing education over the course of
my career with a focus on children and young people.

5. Prior to appointment as CCYP in 2014, my roles between 1998 and 2014
included:

(a) Executive Director-Child and Adolescent Community Health and Child and
Adolescent Mental Health, WA Health, West Australia;

(b) Director Child and Adolescent Health State-wide Policy, West Australia;
and

(c) Director State Policy, Child Protection, Department of Communities, West
Australia.

6. Attached to this statement and marked MM-1 is a confidential copy of my
curriculum vitae. | have an extensive background in child and adolescent health
and wellbeing that includes child protection, child health, child development and
child and adolescent mental heaith.
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One example comes to mind. For many years the Department was sending
young people with challenging behaviours to a program in the Northern Territory.
There was significant resistance from the Government to call an end to the
contract despite concerns raised by parents and some stakeholders. | am aware
that this program has subsequently been defunded. Tasmania needed a range
of local accessible programs for at risk young people with challenging
behaviours.

Allegations of historical abuse: listening to young people and believing them

138.

139.

140.

141.

As an illustration in relation to allegations of historical abuse and the response to
such allegations, | will provide a summary of one matier brought to my attention.
As this case occurred in 2016, there may be aspects of my recollection that are
not specific on certain details.

In 2016, a young man requested a meeting with me at the CCYP offices. He
was [l years old at the time. During this meeting, a senior and very
experienced member of the CCYP staff was present. The young man disclosed
to me that he had been abused in OOHC. He was distressed as he shared his
story. | recall he said the abuse occurred about [JJ] years previously. He
advised he had reported the abuse to the Department however had not been
believed or taken seriously. | recall he said he was living in a group home|Jilii

| formally wrote to the Department and within a short period received a written
response stating that there was no substance to the allegations being made by
the young man. It was clear from the tone of the letter that the Department
considered the matter closed.

| felt it was an unreasonably quick dismissal of a potentially very serious claim of
abuse. In my view, it could not have been adequately re-investigated or case
reviewed within that short timeframe and the dismissive Departmental response
was very disappointing and concerning. Under the CCYP Act, | was unable to
review details of this matter so am unable to comment on the substance of the
complaint or quality of the investigation by the Department, noting that
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that individuals, organisations and governments may choose to protect and
prioritise their own interests over that of the child. Over the course of my career,
| have witnessed on numerous occasions, competing interests and agendas
being prioritised over children’s best interests. | also observed this during my

tenure as CCYP in Tasmania

Going forward, bold and visionary leadership is required of institutional leaders,
in order to keep children safer. Child safeguarding cannot be left as a lower

order priority or delayed

To better safeguard children and young people, a shift is needed from the
existing models of child protection to a public health approach, such as that
outlined by the Australian Catholic University's project titled ‘A public health

approach to protecting children .*

| make this solemn declaration under the Oaths Acf 2001 (Tas)

Declared at

. 3/%)2022

Before me
[Full name of Justice, Commissioner
hitps//www .acu adu.au/about-acu
research/current-progects/a-public-he
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