










understood that statement to be the official statement conveying my child 

sexual abuse at the hands of the perpetrator. I was told that the statement 

would support a submission to be put forward by the Teachers Registration 

Board that the perpetrator would be deregistered. I have a copy of this signed 

document.

29 The Teachers Registration Board gave me assurances that the perpetrator was 

never going to teach again. However, in a subsequent meeting with the then 

Manager of the Teachers Registration Board, my mother and I were told that,

in fact, the perpetrator would only lose his teachers registration for one year on 

a probationary period. It is my understanding that the perpetrator had 

successfully appealed the decision by the Teachers Registration Board to 

completely deregister him. Neither I nor more mother were ever told that that 

decision could be appealed. I have never seen what evidence was provided 

for or against the perpetrator’s appeal. To this day I still do not have clarity on 

how the decision to deregister the perpetrator was overturned.

30 The two government agencies also seem to have lost all record of the 

Teachers Registration Board’s investigation into the perpetrator; the 

Department of Education advised my mother in 2021 that the Teachers 

Registration Board had no record of any investigation that it undertook into the 

perpetrator’s conduct in 2007.

31 In 2021,1 tried to obtain documents about the Teachers Registration Board's 

investigation through a 'Right to Information’ request. The Teachers 

Registration Board delayed their provision of documents for so long that I had 

to seek advice from the Tasmanian Ombudsman. The Ombudsman told me 

was that the Teachers Registration Board needed to resolve a number of 

issues before their decision regarding responding to my request could be 

finalised. The need to go through a complex Right to Information process to 

obtain information about myself is traumatic enough, I don’t understand what 

the Teachers Registration Board’s issues have anything to do with obtaining 

my information. I still have not received any documents pertaining to my case 

from the Teachers Registration Board.
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sexual abuse, improve processes and policies within the Department of 

Education, provide extra support for families during allegations, education 

regarding appropriate student-teacher relationships, eliminate future systemic 

failures and prevent silencing of another victim.

38 My specific recommendations for changes are the following:

(a) ensure an educational program promoting awareness for appropriate 

student-teacher relationships in and out of school is implemented into 

the curriculum

(b) maintain a secure internal record keeping system to ensure 

complaints, investigations and inappropriate behaviour on 

government teaching files are never deleted (especially historical 

case files)

(c) ensure parents and/or guardians are offered impartial support and 

advice during investigations against an accused

(d) ensure victims are offered age appropriate support such as 

counselling and psychiatric assessments

(e) ensure the victim is offered an appropriate support person during 

investigations

(f) ensure the gender composition of the interviewers are appropriate in 

relation to the matter and gender of the affected victim

(g) abolish the limitations period for ‘assault with indecent intent', which is 

currently 12 months, and

(h) ensure that Department of Education investigations into allegations of 

child sexual abuse do not exceed 12 months.

CONCLUSION

39 I am hopeful that this Commission can operate to make the changes to ensure 

that future generations will be protected and students are educated about 

appropriate student-teacher relationships in and out of the school environment.
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